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TURNBULL GRAND CANAL
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The Turnbull Grand Canal, also known as the Grand Canal, was built
by indentured servants brought to the area by Scottish physician
Dr. Andrew Turnbull in 1768. As part of the largest single attempt
at British colonization in North America, Smyrnea Settlement, Turnbull
attracted more than 1,400 Minorcans, Corsicans, Greeks, and Italians

who sought the promise of new opportunities in Florida. Turnbull
gyptian canal system and wanted to replicate

was impressed by the E
Three canals ran east-west and were linked with a

it in Smyrnea.
longer canal known as the Grand Canal that ran north-south

fourth,
and connected to Turnbull Bay.

irrigation and drainage for rice,

These hand-dug canals provided
hemp, cotton, and indigo crops,
and served as a mode of transportation within the colony. After nine
years of harsh treatment under Turnbull, drought, and crop failures.
the colony’s population fell to about 600 People. In 1777, a group of
Smyrnea colonists walked 70 miles to St. Augustine to petition British
East Florida Governor Patrick Tonyn for release from their indentures.
After hearing the case, Governor Tonyn gave them their freedom and

granted them land north of St. Augustine.

A FLORIDA HERITAGE SITE
SPONSORED BY THE CITY OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH, THE HISTORIC NEW SMYRNA BEACH PRESERVATION
COMMISSION, MAYOR JAMES HATHAWAY, VICE MAYOR JASON MCGUIRK, COMMISSIONER JUDY REIKER,
COMMISSIONER JAKE SACHS, COMMISSIOQNER RANDY HARTMAN,

F=1025 AND THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE

A Nationally Recognized Historic Site



Added to the
conservation
¥ area for over
7.63 acres

The first purchase was from
Turnbull Trace Property.
Slotted for over 300 homes.




Purchases of

contingent lands

has provided the

& connections to

the conservation

area of Holland
Park off Otter
Boulevard.
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Property on SR 44 and Walker added to the
city purchase and removed 10 acres from
the business zoning to conservation zoning.
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Opening the door for
USDANR Emergency
Watershed Management
Program.
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