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DO YOU WANT TO BE
IN THE LOOP?

Email: cedwards@cityofnsb.com
with your business name and email
to join our email subscription list!

NEED ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT-
RELATED ASSISTANCE?

Visit the  City of New Smyrna
Community Redevelopment Agency
(CRA) and Economic Development
webpages to learn more.

https://www.cityofnsb.com/500/Busi
ness

Hurricane season officially starts June 1
Planning ahead for a disaster can save business owners thousands of

dollars in lost revenue due to structural damage, content damage,
interruption of operations and employee displacement. Did you know

that 40% of affected businesses never reopen their doors post-
disaster? We encourage all business owners to prepare their business
for the season with the Volusia Prepares Business Program Checklist.

 
To access the checklist, please click the link below:

https://www.floridabusiness.org/media-center/blog-and-economic-
scene/hurricane-preparedness-for-business.stml

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional preparedness resources, please click the Disaster
Planning Toolkit link below:

 
https://floridadisaster.biz/DisasterPlanningToolkit

IN THE LOOP
NSB | JUNE 2023

City of New Smyrna Beach (NSB) Economic Development Newsletter

mailto:cedwards@cityofnsb.com
https://www.cityofnsb.com/500/Business
https://www.floridabusiness.org/media-center/blog-and-economic-scene/hurricane-preparedness-for-business.stml


Economic Development Spotlight Cont.

2

For disaster unemployment assistance, please

visit the link below: 

Ian Updates and Resources Archives -

CareerSource Flagler Volusia (careersourcefv.com)

CareerSource FV can also assist EMPLOYERS! 

For more information on available employer
resources, such as recruiting employees, hiring, on-
the-job training, custom employee training, please
click the link below:

Business Resources & Tools | CareerSource Flagler
Volusia (careersourcefv.com)

US 1 & SR 44  Median Landscaping Project:
On March 6, construction crews will begin work on a
$684,000 median landscaping project along SR 44 from
Sugar Mill to Hidden Pines Blvd. and along US 1 from
Industrial Park Avenue to 10th Street. Motorists can
expect to see a variety of trees including 100 Crepe
Myrtles, 43 Ligustrums, 34 Silver Buttonwoods, 17
Japanese Blueberries, and 7 Silver Date Palms along
with mulch and irrigation. The project should be
completed by November 2023.

For the US 1 portion of the project (Industrial Park
Avenue to 10th Street), the NSB CRA contributed
$200,000 as a local share portion of the grant.

Would you like to know more? Please contact Capital
Improvement Projects Manager Todd Alexander at
talexander@cityofnsb.com or 386-410-2613.

Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday:
The Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM)
encourages Floridians to purchase disaster preparedness
items during Florida’s two 14-day Disaster Preparedness
Sales Tax Holidays beginning May 27 through June 9
and August 26 through September 8. 

Floridians are expected to save an estimated $144
million on the purchase of tax-free items - more than five
times the amount of savings when compared to the $25.6
million Floridians saved during the 2022 Disaster
Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday.

For more information, please click the link below:

https://www.floridadisaster.org/news-
media/news/20230526-florida-division-of-emergency-
management-encourages-floridians-to-participate-in-
floridas-two-disaster-sales-tax-holidays/

 

https://www.careersourcefv.com/job-seekers/ian-response/
https://www.careersourcefv.com/businesses/
mailto:talexander@cityofnsb.com
https://www.floridadisaster.org/news-media/news/20230526-florida-division-of-emergency-management-encourages-floridians-to-participate-in-floridas-two-disaster-sales-tax-holidays/
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Adaptive Reuse Opportunity Grant (up to
$250,000/ per approved applicant)
Small Scale Commercial Facade/Property
Improvement Grant (up to $25,000 per approved
applicant)
Large Scale Commercial Facade/Property
Improvement Grant (up to $100,000 per approved
applicant)

CRA Commercial Facade/Property Improvement
Grants- Inquire and Apply Today: 
The City of NSB Community Redevelopment Agency
(CRA), in partnership with Volusia County, is accepting
applications for (3) CRA Commercial Facade/Property
Improvement Grants: 

For more grant program details, please click on the link
below:
U.S. 1 CRA Grant Program Details | New Smyrna Beach,
FL - Official Website (cityofnsb.com)

To learn about the CRA, please click the link below:
https://www.cityofnsb.com/1286/Community-
Redevelopment

 Greenlawn Manor Senior Housing  Conceptual 

Greenlawn Manor Senior Affordable Housing Development
Progress as of  5/19/23. Construction is expected to be complete by
winter of 2023.

Structural elements are underway

Senior Affordable Housing Development NOW UNDER
CONSTRUCTION  in the Historic Westside Neighborhood:
The City of NSB continues its partnership with the New
Smyrna Beach Housing Authority  to provide affordable
housing in NSB. The Greenlawn Manor Senior Housing
Development Project is now under construction. Once
construction is complete, the project will include 80
housing units and amenities such as offices, community
rooms etc. Project funding was made possible by a  U.S.
Housing and Urban Development  (US HUD)    9 % Low
Income Housing Tax Credit Award.  
 
On October 26, 2021 the City Commission approved a
$425,625 CRA Housing Grant to fund  Greenlawn
Manor infrastructure, demolition, and site work costs.
The affordable housing construction costs are
approximately $23 million.

Click the link below to access the 2/4/22
groundbreaking ceremony YouTube video:  

 
https://youtu.be/oEOpvEzNzJI

 
Construction project update: 

 

City/County/State Projects

https://www.cityofnsb.com/1286/Community-Redevelopment
https://youtu.be/oEOpvEzNzJI
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City/County/State Projects
FY 21-22 CRA Annual Report and Financial Audit
Now Available Online:

The CRA has published its FY 21-22 Annual
Report on the CRA page of the City of NSB's
website. To access the report, please click the link
below:

Community Redevelopment | New Smyrna Beach,
FL - Official Website (cityofnsb.com)

 

NSB Airport Air Traffic Control (ATC) Tower
Rehabilitation Project:
Over the last few years, it has become more and more
apparent that the building is overdue for some
rehabilitation. The windows that provide ATC staff a
360-degree view of the airport and surrounding
airspace are in need of repair and/or replacement.
Cracks have become an issue on the catwalk and
underneath the tower cab. Staff has worked to
address some of these issues, but the cost is
significant. 

The project includes building envelope, electrical and
mechanical system improvements. Specific items that
are on the list for evaluation and replacement
include: Roofing Rehabilitation and/or replacement
of tower cab windows Address cracking and building
leaks Other various envelope, electrical and
mechanical system improvements.

On November 7th, 2022, airport staff submitted a
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) Airport Terminal
and Tower Project application for funding to the FAA. 

On April 6th, 2023, the FAA notified the Airport
office that the New Smyrna Beach Airport was one of
two airports selected in the State of Florida to
receive a 100% funded tower improvement grant
from the Federal Aviation Administration. Our
airport was the only airport to receive $600,000 (the
only other airport received around $250,000). 

However, to secure the Grant, the Airport is required
to have the design completed and bids received by
June 16, 2023. Grant for design and construction will
come before the commission for approval in the
coming months. 

 

NSB Airport Air Traffic Control Tower

https://www.cityofnsb.com/1286/Community-Redevelopment
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U.S. EPA Brownfield Program- Now Available in
Southeast Volusia-SEV  (i.e. Cities of New Smyrna
Beach, Edgewater, and Oak Hill)

EPA awarded the SEV Cities a $600,000 Brownfields
Assessment Coalition Grant.  Community-wide grant
funds will be used to conduct 32 Phase I and 10
Phase II environmental site assessments and
prepare 10 cleanup plans. Grant funds also will be
used to prepare reuse plans and conduct community
engagement activities. Assessment activities will
focus on the Southeast Volusia County Corridor
along  US 1.

EPA's Brownfield Program empowers states,
communities, and other stakeholders to work
together to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and
sustainably reuse brownfields. A brownfield site is
real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or
reuse of which may be complicated by the presence
or potential presence of a hazardous substance,
pollutant, or contaminant.

Stantec (formerly Cardno) is the consultant firm
that SVCIC is working with to implement the
program. The City of New Smyrna Beach is the lead
contact for the program.

For more information, please contact Irma Terry,
Community Resource Coordinator, at (386) 314-
4849 or email: iterry@cityofnsb.com

 
 New Brownfield Program Website: 

 
Please Click the Link Below 

Southeast Volusia Corridor Improvement Coalition
| New Smyrna Beach, FL - Official Website

(cityofnsb.com)

mailto:iterry@cityofnsb.com
https://www.cityofnsb.com/1393/Southeast-Volusia-Corridor-Improvement-C
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Learn more about development activity in New Smyrna
Beach through our Development Services Dept.
monthly Development Activity Report. The report
provides the latest information on approved and/or
under construction private property projects, and
public capital improvement projects.

For detailed activity reports, please click on the link
below: 
https://legistarweb-
production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/p
df/1968246/June_-_Full_approved_DAR.pdf 

NSB Development Activity Report - June
2023

 Palm Street Sidewalk Location Map as of 5-23-23

City/County/State Projects Cont.
Palm Street Sidewalk Project:

The City of New Smyrna Beach, through the funding
assistance of the City's Community Development Block
Grant Program and Community Redevelopment Agency is
working on a plan to issue an Invitation to Bid on the
construction of a new sidewalk along Palm Street (pictured
below) . The Palm St. segment will include the length of
Palm (Ronnoc Lane to the north and Mary Avenue to the
south . 

The scope of work entails constructing a sidewalk along
Palm Street for approximately 1004 feet. Once completed,
the project aims to provide a safer pedestrian options for
individuals and families.

https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1968246/June_-_Full_approved_DAR.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/1968246/June_-_Full_approved_DAR.pdf


The tax exemption is only eligible for “…up to 100
percent of the assessed value of improvements to
real property made by or for the use of a new
business and of all tangible personal property of
such new business, or up to 100 percent of the
assessed value of all added improvement to real
property made to facilitate the expansion of an
existing business and of the new increase in all
tangible personal property acquired to facilitate
such expansion of an existing business…” The
exemption does not apply to land or existing
buildings. The CRA/Economic Development
Director will help eligible businesses apply for the
exemption. 

County  and State Programs:  The CRA/Economic
Development Director can coordinate applications for
Economic Development Incentives through City of NSB
partnerships with Team Volusia EDC, Volusia County
Economic Development, Southeast Volusia
Manufacturing and Technology Coalition, Inc. and
Enterprise Florida.

Referrals to Business Resource Agencies: The City
of NSB partners with a number of business
resource agencies that offer a variety of services at
no charge. These services include employee
recruitment and screening, business planning,
determining the best financing options, and access
to grant funds.

Business Planning Information: In addition to
incentives, the CRA/Economic Development
Director can provide business planning information
including the latest traffic counts for arterial roads
in the city limits, as well as “ring data” –
demographic data for households within   1–3–5
mile rings from a certain commercial address.

  
 

 

Site Availability Search: City staff will assist
business prospects in finding a site that addresses all
the firm's needs.

Southeast Volusia Manufacturing & Technology
Coalition (SVMTC): A partnership with the
Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce, the
Cities of New Smyrna Beach, Edgewater and Oak Hill to
recruit aerospace, aviation, manufacturing, and
technology based industry related businesses that
create more value-added job opportunities in Southeast
Volusia. www.sevolusia.com 

Expedited Permitting: The City’s Planning Director
and the City’s Building Official have
received high marks for working with developers
and contractors to conduct reviews and issue
permits in the shortest amount of time possible. We
know that the most helpful incentive we can provide
is a short amount of time for permitting in order to
get the business up and running as quickly as
possible!

City Property Tax Exemption: Per Florida Statute
196.1995, this City property tax exemption program
(adopted by City Ordinance 73-14) is designed for
businesses creating jobs. The program has many
requirements and tax exemptions must be approved
on a case by case basis by the City Commission.

NSB Economic Development
Incentives
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http://www.sevolusia.com/


HOW TO START YOUR BUSINESS IN NSB
YOUTUBE VIDEO LINK BELOW:

https://youtu.be/LGVz9izKAgY

City of New Smyrna Beach: Free NSB Ready
pre-application meetings with the City’s
development review team; information on
residents in 1-3-5 mile rings needed for business
plan preparation; traffic counts on county and
state roads, and other useful business information.
Contact: Christopher Edwards (contact info
below).
 
SCORE: This  organization of certified mentor
volunteers offers FREE business training
workshops & individual confidential business
mentoring. Contact: Lillian Conrad, SE Volusia
Liaison and Certified Mentor at (386) 409-7881 or
Email: lillian.conrad@scorevolunteer.org
Website: volusiaflagler.score.org

 Second Wednesday Club:
A networking club for local small business
founders, entrepreneurs, and professionals.
Meets monthly at 5:30pm, Second Wednesdays at
Half Wall Restaurant, 1889 SR 44
For more information contact Kelly Laub at
victoriameetingcenter@gmail.com

The Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce:

Provides many valuable opportunities for training,

networking, and special events. Contact: Stephanie

Ford, 428-2449, sford@sevchamber.com;

www.sevchamber.com

New Smyrna Beach Visitor’s Bureau: Offers web

listings for tourism industry partners on the Visitor’s

Bureau website. Contact: (386) 428-1600 or visit

visitnsbfl.com

The City of New Smyrna Beach Economic
Development Dept. is an Affiliated Partner with
Volusia Business Resources (VBR). To get more
information about VBR, please use your mobile device
and scan the QR Code below or Click the link below to
visit: volusiabusinessresources.com

Local Business Resources
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https://youtu.be/LGVz9izKAgY
http://volusiaflagler.score.org/
mailto:victoriameetingcenter@gmail.com
http://www.sevchamber.com/
http://visitnsbfl.com/
http://volusiabusinessresources.co/
http://volusiabusinessresources.com/
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NSB Business Survey- June 2023

As an Affiliated Partner with Volusia Business Resources (VBR), the City of New Smyrna Beach Economic
Development Department will be integrating quick substantive surveys into this monthly newsletter.
lThe purpose is to ask 1 or 2 quick questions that will gauge the pulse of the business community and help
the VBR initiative bring substantive resources and assistance to area businesses. 

In order to complete the quick survey, please use your mobile device to scan the QR Code below or click
the following link :  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pulse0623

http://volusiabusinessresources.co/
http://volusiabusinessresources.co/
http://volusiabusinessresources.co/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/pulse0623
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NSB Did You Know?
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NSB Did You Know?

Note: One of more City Commission/Council, Advisory Board, or County Council members may be
present from the Cities of New Smyrna Beach, Edgewater, Oak Hill or Volusia County.



City of NSB CRA/Economic Development Contact Information:
Christopher (Chris) Edwards, MBA

CRA/Economic Development Director
Email: cedwards@cityofnsb.com

Office/Mobile: 386-279-2497
www.cityofnsb.com

"I look forward to meeting your Economic Development and CRA needs"
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NSB Did You Know?

Southeast Volusia (i.e. Cities of New Smyrna Beach, Edgewater, and Oak Hill) is located in the threshold of
what is known as Florida's High-Tech Corridor and just north of Kennedy Space Center and the Space
Coast. For more information, please visit www.sevolusia.com

mailto:cedwards@cityofnsb.com
http://www.cityofnsb.com/
http://www.sevolusia.com/

