
Economic Development Spotlight
Disaster Relief Programs




The US Small Business Administration is providing low-interest
disaster loans to help businesses and homeowners recover from
Hurrican Ian.




Please click the link below for more information: 
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance






 









Federal Assistance is available to individuals and families affected
by the Hurricane disaster. 
3 WAYS TO APPLY FOR FEMA DISASTER AID

1. ONLINE: http://disasterassistance.gov
2. FEMA App: http://ready.gov/fema-app
3. CALL: 800-621-3362

Please click the link below to access more FEMA information:
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4673







IN THE LOOP
NSB | MARCH 2023

City of New Smyrna Beach (NSB) Economic Development Newsletter

OVERVIEW:
Economic Development Spotlight
City/County/State Projects
Private Commercial
Development Projects
Economic Development
Incentives
Local Business Resources
Event Information

DO YOU WANT TO BE
IN THE LOOP?

Email: cedwards@cityofnsb.com
with your business name and email
to join our email subscription list!

NEED ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT-
RELATED ASSISTANCE?

Visit the  City of New Smyrna
Community Redevelopment Agency
(CRA) and Economic Development
webpages to learn more.

https://www.cityofnsb.com/500/Busi
ness

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance
http://disasterassistance.gov/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fready.gov%2Ffema-app%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR18y5ORGasT1gzjRAJbFTosIQ3F1UE8a6Hc3LXDKcO5hmtWLyfC3E4BoBo&h=AT2RzIsKQPZK3zOuqn7h3wECk5CZibNb8XHhgqZFsDgDGnI7gfiC-tRiE7c-6GNqJXgMGIfdvCXmRhhjcV2V5QRMrQvMlR_InJX002HzkweqAw42MrCr9QwramECkXstqA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1UFU7fBknIYlltAmY_hIkiH_4eoO0WMsvzsulLGQVSSo47Cbe11xoYakYR_pufK0xQEATwnTAafygUD-HwWCUhmeFIRVgTbKcwy9dN7cvJZ5QdSNKLuS8TNfE964l3yLyG6PzvcVofhN5ujepd3mevzOpH9qwSt6XHvFsZ4JuvhbSDgdIccaRaVnpP1oNdLg
http://ready.gov/fema-app
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4673
mailto:cedwards@cityofnsb.com
https://www.cityofnsb.com/500/Business
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For disaster unemployment assistance, please

visit the link below: 

Ian Updates and Resources Archives -

CareerSource Flagler Volusia (careersourcefv.com)

CareerSource FV can also assist EMPLOYERS! 

For more information on available employer
resources, such as recruiting employees, hiring, on-
the-job training, custom employee training, please
click the link below:

Business Resources & Tools | CareerSource Flagler
Volusia (careersourcefv.com)

US 1 & SR 44  Median Landscaping Project:
On March 6, construction crews will begin work on a
$684,000 median landscaping project along SR 44 from
Sugar Mill to Hidden Pines Blvd. and along US 1 from
Industrial Park Avenue to 10th Street. Motorists can
expect to see a variety of trees including 100 Crepe
Myrtles, 43 Ligustrums, 34 Silver Buttonwoods, 17
Japanese Blueberries, and 7 Silver Date Palms along
with mulch and irrigation. The project should be
completed by October 2023.

For the US 1 portion of the project (Industrial Park
Avenue to 10th Street), the NSB CRA contributed
$200,000 as a local share portion of the grant.

Would you like to know more? Please contact Capital
Improvement Projects Manager Todd Alexander at
talexander@cityofnsb.com or 386-410-2613.

 Existing Fuel Farm Facilities at NSB Municipal Airport

NSB Airport Project Updates:
Fuel Farm Rehabilitation Project
The Airport applied for a FDOT Grant to upgrade the
existing fuel farm.   In this application, the Airport is
seeking a grant award for the addition of a 12,000
gallon Avgas (100LL-Low Lead) storage facility.
Currently, the Airport's fuel capacity is 8,5000
gallons. The additional fuel facility will increase the
Airport's ability to ensure that an adequate fuel
supply is available to valued customers.
Update: The Airport consultant is finalizing the
design of the facility with construction scheduled to
start in the summer of 2023

https://www.careersourcefv.com/job-seekers/ian-response/
https://www.careersourcefv.com/businesses/
mailto:talexander@cityofnsb.com
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Adaptive Reuse Opportunity Grant (up to
$250,000/ per approved applicant)
Small Scale Commercial Facade/Property
Improvement Grant (up to $25,000 per approved
applicant)
Large Scale Commercial Facade/Property
Improvement Grant (up to $100,000 per approved
applicant)

CRA Commercial Facade/Property Improvement
Grants- Inquire and Apply Today: 
The City of NSB Community Redevelopment Agency
(CRA), in partnership with Volusia County, is accepting
applications for (3) CRA Commercial Facade/Property
Improvement Grants: 

For more grant program details, please click on the link
below:
U.S. 1 CRA Grant Program Details | New Smyrna Beach,
FL - Official Website (cityofnsb.com)

To learn about the CRA, please click the link below:
https://www.cityofnsb.com/1286/Community-
Redevelopment

 Greenlawn Manor Senior Housing  Conceptual 

Greenlawn Manor Senior Affordable Housing Development
Progress as of  2/21/23. Construction is expected to be complete
by late summer of 2023.

Structural elements are underway

Senior Affordable Housing Development NOW UNDER
CONSTRUCTION  in the Historic Westside Neighborhood:
The City of NSB continues its partnership with the New
Smyrna Beach Housing Authority  to provide affordable
housing in NSB. The Greenlawn Manor Senior Housing
Development Project is now under construction. Once
construction is complete, the project will include 80
housing units and amenities such as offices, community
rooms etc. Project funding was made possible by a  U.S.
Housing and Urban Development  (US HUD)    9 % Low
Income Housing Tax Credit Award.  


On October 26, 2021 the City Commission approved a
$425,625 CRA Housing Grant to fund  Greenlawn
Manor infrastructure, demolition, and site work costs.
The affordable housing construction costs are
approximately $25 million.

Click the link below to access the 2/4/22
groundbreaking ceremony YouTube video:  



https://youtu.be/oEOpvEzNzJI



Construction project update: 




City/County/State Projects

https://www.cityofnsb.com/1286/Community-Redevelopment
https://youtu.be/oEOpvEzNzJI
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CRA Grant Projects Update:
On February 14th, the CRA Board (City Commission)
awarded a $250,000 Adaptive Reuse Opportunity Grant to
Cristal Clear Properties, LLC for a US 1 commercial
facade/property improvement project located at 501 S. Dixie
Freeway in NSB. 

In November 2022, the owner purchased the property for
just over $1 million. Currently, the owner is working with
Tom Donatti Building & Roofing, Inc. to renovate the building
at an estimated cost of over $1 million. The property will
serve as a corporate office for Chase Components, LLC.
Chase Components is a premier distributor of board-level
electronic components, peripherals and power supplies. The
company and property owner plan to hire up to 5 new
positions and offer some of the renovated space for luxury
retail units.

501 S. Dixie Freeway Before Renovation 

City/County/State Projects

501 S. Dixie Freeway - The Bowman Center Concept
Redevelopment Plan 

City Economic Development Strategic Plan Update:
On February 28th, the CRA/Economic Development
Director presented a DRAFT NSB Action Strategies Plan
to the City Commission for consideration.

The NSB Action Strategies Plan was drafted to correspond
to the SEV Regional Economic Development Strategic Plan
(approved by the City Commission in October 2022). The 
 NSB Action Strategies Plan includes general strategies
relative to infrastructure planning, SR 44 and US 1 corridor
planning, zoning and land use, employer/workforce
alignment, entrepreneurial ecosystem, and business
resilience.  

One of the primary infrastructure strategies was to
prioritize (3) areas in the City of NSB for a "Shovel Ready
Marketing Program". Those (3) priority sites include the
Airport/Airport Industrial Park, 507 S. Myrtle Avenue
(privately owned) and vacant land west of I-95 and south of
SR 44) that's owned by Farmton North. 

If implemented, the Shovel Ready Marketing Program aims
to help the city and stakeholders market the properties to
targeted industries/real estate developers for
development and encourage needed business expansion,
retention,  and recruitment based capital investment, and
high wage job growth in NSB. 

The business park will be a public/private partnership and
will require extensive infrastructure planning and due
diligence that is currently underway. City staff is working
with private owners on a concept plan.  Also, city staff plans
to bring back a final version of the plan to the City
Commission sometime in Quarter 3 of 2023.



City/County/State Projects Cont.
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U.S. EPA Brownfield Program- Now Available in
Southeast Volusia-SEV  (i.e. Cities of New Smyrna
Beach, Edgewater, and Oak Hill)

EPA awarded the SEV Cities a $600,000 Brownfields
Assessment Coalition Grant.  Community-wide grant
funds will be used to conduct 32 Phase I and 10
Phase II environmental site assessments and prepare
10 cleanup plans. Grant funds also will be used to
prepare reuse plans and conduct community
engagement activities. Assessment activities will
focus on the Southeast Volusia County Corridor
along  US 1.

EPA's Brownfield Program empowers states,
communities, and other stakeholders to work
together to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and
sustainably reuse brownfields. A brownfield site is
real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or
reuse of which may be complicated by the presence
or potential presence of a hazardous substance,
pollutant, or contaminant.

Stantec (formerly Cardno) is the consultant firm
that SVCIC is working with to implement the
program. The City of New Smyrna Beach is the lead
contact for the program.

For more information, please contact Irma Terry,
Community Resource Coordinator, at (386) 314-
4849 or email: iterry@cityofnsb.com




 New Brownfield Program Website: 



Please Click the Link Below 
Southeast Volusia Corridor Improvement

Coalition | New Smyrna Beach, FL - Official
Website (cityofnsb.com)

mailto:iterry@cityofnsb.com
https://www.cityofnsb.com/1393/Southeast-Volusia-Corridor-Improvement-C
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This project list is not exhaustive. For detailed activity
reports, please click on the following  link: 

NSB Private  Commercial Development
Projects - March 2023

 Environmental Shade Structure and Aritficial Turf Now Conplete as of
1-26-23

City/County/State Projects Cont.
Babe James Environmental Shade Structure/Artificial
Turf:
On January 26, 2023, the Mayor and City Commission held
a ribbon cutting for the project. The now complete project
enhances the park’s usability by helping to protect
children and equipment from the damaging, long-term
effects of the sun.  

Please click the link below to view the Babe James
Community Center Environmental Shade and
Artificial Turf Project that was held on January 26,
2023 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=KkMguvbRhSo&t=286s

FULL_March_2023_Development_Activity_Report.p
df (legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkMguvbRhSo&t=286s


The tax exemption is only eligible for “…up to 100
percent of the assessed value of improvements to
real property made by or for the use of a new
business and of all tangible personal property of
such new business, or up to 100 percent of the
assessed value of all added improvement to real
property made to facilitate the expansion of an
existing business and of the new increase in all
tangible personal property acquired to facilitate
such expansion of an existing business…” The
exemption does not apply to land or existing
buildings. The CRA/Economic Development
Director will help eligible businesses apply for the
exemption. 

County  and State Programs:  The CRA/Economic
Development Director can coordinate applications
for Economic Development Incentives through City
of NSB partnerships with Team Volusia EDC, Volusia
County Economic Development, Southeast Volusia
Manufacturing and Technology Coalition, Inc. and
Enterprise Florida.

Referrals to Business Resource Agencies: The
City of NSB partners with a number of business
resource agencies that offer a variety of services
at no charge. These services include employee
recruitment and screening, business planning,
determining the best financing options, and
access to grant funds.

Business Planning Information: In addition to
incentives, the CRA/Economic Development
Director can provide business planning
information including the latest traffic counts for
arterial roads in the city limits, as well as “ring
data” – demographic data for households within  
 1–3–5 mile rings from a certain commercial
address.

  
 

 

Site Availability Search: City staff will assist
business prospects in finding a site that addresses all
the firm's needs.

Southeast Volusia Manufacturing & Technology
Coalition (SVMTC): A partnership with the
Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce, the
Cities of New Smyrna Beach, Edgewater and Oak Hill to
recruit aerospace, aviation, manufacturing, and
technology based industry related businesses that
create more value-added job opportunities in Southeast
Volusia. www.sevolusia.com 

Expedited Permitting: The City’s Planning Director
and the City’s Building Official have
received high marks for working with developers
and contractors to conduct reviews and issue
permits in the shortest amount of time possible. We
know that the most helpful incentive we can provide
is a short amount of time for permitting in order to
get the business up and running as quickly as
possible!

City Property Tax Exemption: Per Florida Statute
196.1995, this City property tax exemption program
(adopted by City Ordinance 73-14) is designed for
businesses creating jobs. The program has many
requirements and tax exemptions must be approved
on a case by case basis by the City Commission.

NSB Economic Development
Incentives
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http://www.sevolusia.com/


HOW TO START YOUR BUSINESS IN NSB
YOUTUBE VIDEO LINK BELOW:

https://youtu.be/LGVz9izKAgY

City of New Smyrna Beach: Free NSB Ready
pre-application meetings with the City’s
development review team; information on
residents in 1-3-5 mile rings needed for business
plan preparation; traffic counts on county and
state roads, and other useful business information.
Contact: Christopher Edwards (contact info
below).
 
SCORE: This  organization of certified mentor
volunteers offers FREE business training
workshops & individual confidential business
mentoring. Contact: Lillian Conrad, SE Volusia
Liaison and Certified Mentor at (386) 409-7881 or
Email: lillian.conrad@scorevolunteer.org
Website: volusiaflagler.score.org

 Second Wednesday Club:
A networking club for local small business
founders, entrepreneurs, and professionals.
Meets monthly at 5:30pm, Second Wednesdays at
Half Wall Restaurant, 1889 SR 44
For more information contact Kelly Laub at
victoriameetingcenter@gmail.com

The Southeast Volusia Chamber of Commerce:

Provides many valuable opportunities for training,

networking, and special events. Contact: Stephanie

Ford, 428-2449, sford@sevchamber.com;

www.sevchamber.com

New Smyrna Beach Visitor’s Bureau: Offers web

listings for tourism industry partners on the Visitor’s

Bureau website. Contact: (386) 428-1600 or visit

visitnsbfl.com

The City of New Smyrna Beach Economic
Development Dept. is an Affiliated Partner with
Volusia Business Resources (VBR). To get more
information about VBR, please use your mobile device
and scan the QR Code below or Click the link below to
visit: volusiabusinessresources.com

Local Business Resources
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https://youtu.be/LGVz9izKAgY
http://volusiaflagler.score.org/
mailto:victoriameetingcenter@gmail.com
http://www.sevchamber.com/
http://visitnsbfl.com/
http://volusiabusinessresources.co/
http://volusiabusinessresources.com/
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NSB Did You Know?
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NSB Did You Know?



City of NSB CRA/Economic Development Contact Information:
Christopher (Chris) Edwards, MBA

CRA/Economic Development Director
Email: cedwards@cityofnsb.com

Office/Mobile: 386-279-2497
www.cityofnsb.com

"I look forward to meeting your Economic Development and CRA needs"
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NSB Did You Know?

Southeast Volusia (i.e. Cities of New Smyrna Beach, Edgewater, and Oak Hill) is located in the threshold of
what is known as Florida's High-Tech Corridor and just north of Kennedy Space Center and the Space
Coast. For more information, please visit www.sevolusia.com

mailto:cedwards@cityofnsb.com
http://www.cityofnsb.com/
http://www.sevolusia.com/

